On the philanthropic, social, and religious aspects of this great trust I do not propose to touch; but I wish to say a very few words of the hopes and wishes of scientific men and physicians with regard to it. From the time of the first announcement of the Hopkins bequests to the present, these men, all over the world, have been keenly interested in the plans and methods adopted in carrying them out. Whenever and wherever the problems of higher medical education have been discussed within the last ten years, there has been speculation as to the probable course of the Johns Hopkins medical department, and the influence it would have upon the standard. I may even say that some of this influence has been exerted in advance?has been discounted, as it were? for the plans of this hospital have stimulated changes in some of our best medical schools, and have been copied with more or less modification in some of our latest hospitals.
What is it, then, that the physicians want ? Is it more physicians, more family practitioners, more surgeons, more specialists? Not at all. They know very well that there is no danger that the supply will not be equal to the demand; when they become overburdened with practice they do not at present find it difficult to obtain assistants ; they have no fear lest the seventy or eighty medical schools of this country should fail to produce a sufficient number of medical practitioners to meet the wants of our increasing population ; and they know also that medical schools of Great Britain and Germany are sending to us quite as much of their product as we can conveniently dispose of. They hope that the Hopkins medical school and hospital will do two things. The first is, that it will demand of those who propose to become its students evidence that they have a sound basis of preliminary education before they commence, and that its standard in this respect shall be little below that of the requirements for granting the degree of bachelor of arts in the university. It is hoped that the men thus selected will go through a carefully-graded course of study, including actual work in properly-fitted laboratories, and that after this they will be brought into contact with the sick, and thus obtain practical experience of the duties and responsibilities of the practitioner of medicine before they offer their services as such to the public.
So much our physicians desire of every medical school, for the sake of the honour and dignity of the profession, and for the good of the public, and they desire especially that this school shall form an example to which they can point as showing how medical education should be conducted, and what should be required of the candidate for the degree of doctor of medicine.
The very general interest in the combined Hopkins trusts felt by physicians and scientific men, not only of this country but of the whole civilised world, is largely due to the belief that the relations which will here exist and be maintained between the university as a whole and its medical department, of which this hospital is to be an important part, will be close and intimate, so that the true university spirit will pervade, stimulate, and encourage the hospital work. Let us hope that before the last sands have run out from beneath the feet of the years of the nineteenth century it will have become a model of its kind, and that upon the centennial of its anniversary it will be a hospital which shall still compare favourably, not only in structure and arrangement, but also in results achieved, with any other institution of like character in existence.
